
CITY INFORMATION:
City Council Members
MAYOR 
Kelvyn H. Cullimore, Jr. 
kcullimore@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

DIST# 1 - Gordon M. Thomas 
gthomas@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

DIST#  2 - J. Scott Bracken 
sbracken@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

DIST#  3 - Don J. Antczak 
dantczak@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

DIST#  4 - Bruce T. Jones 
bjones@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

CITY MANAGER –  
Liane Stillman 
lstillman@cottonwoodheights.utah.gov     

  
CITY OFFICES: 
1265 E. Fort Union Blvd. #250, 
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84047

phone (801) 545-4154  
fax (801) 545-4150

CALL DIRECT:
City Manager 545-4160

Development Director  545-4165

Planner 545-4166

Recorder 545-4162

Treasurer 545-4175

Finance Director 545-4177

Code Enforcement 545-4169

Customer Service 545-4154

 

To hear the agenda for the next city 
council meeting call: 545-4155

For the planning commission agenda 
call 545-4156

For details about the agendas,  
check our web site:  
www.cottonwoodheights.utah.gov

NUMBERS TO KNOW:
Emergency: 911
Sheriff Dispatch:  743-7000
Fire Authority: 743-7200
Animal Control: 269-7499
Justice Court: 468-3430

CITY COUNCIL
Business Meetings – 7 pm 
January 9th and 23rd

Work Sessions – 6 pm 
Januarty 2nd and 16th

NO MEETING – 30th

JANUARY 2007

Cottonwood Heights
City between the canyons

PUBLIC WORKS 
PROJECTS:

A recent editorial in the Salt Lake 
Tribune took cities on the east side of the 
Jordan School District to task accusing 
us of being “selfish and short-sighted” 
for considering dividing the district.  A 
KSL editorial went so far as to suggest a 
division would be immoral or unethical 
if motivated by the intent to avoid an 
increased tax burden “from constructing 
a couple dozen schools”.  I find irony in 
their statements and disappointment in 
their rush to judgment of our motives.

Ironically, if this were simply a battle 
over funding, both sides could be 
accused of being selfish and only 
looking out for their own interests.  
But our motivations go far beyond 
funding issues.  They include bringing 
school district governance closer to its 
constituency, equitable application of 
district resources, and providing the best 
possible education for our children.  

The catalyst for these biting editorials 
comes from information provided by the 
Jordan School District at a recent growth 
conference.  During that conference, 
district administrators illustrated what 
could happen if the district was split.  
Regrettably, they focused primarily on 
the potential negative tax impact on 
west side residents thus pitting the west 
against east.  This is truly an unfortunate 

strategy that makes it more difficult to 
engage in a civil dialog on the broader 
issues.  Additionally, some are suspect of 
the underlying assumptions supporting 
the data presented.  

The Jordan District has two personalities.  
The east side personality is characterized 
by stable to declining growth rates, 
aged facilities and a stable tax base.  
According to the Bennett Consulting 
study we provide 44% of the students 
and 57% of the property tax revenue for 
the district.  The west side personality 
is characterized by explosive growth in 
both tax base and student population, 
urgent need for new capital facilities 
and existing facilities that are, for the 
most part, modern and offer the latest 
in classroom amenities.  

Balancing the resources of the district 
to address the unique needs of these 
two personalities is challenging at best.  
The result has been that the demands 
of explosive growth are consuming 
virtually all resources the district can 
muster.   Over $200,000,000 in needed 
capital facility upgrades, primarily on the 
east side, go begging because resources 
are needed for new construction on the 
west side.  Many believe the only way 
to properly and equitably address the 
unique needs of each side of the district 
is to divide the district.  

A recent memo on school district 
size sent to State Superintendent, 
Patti Harrington, from WestEd, an 

educational consulting firm, indicated 
that studies show smaller districts tend 
to have higher achieving students.  
Furthermore, a Colorado study found 
that it costs more to educate students in 
districts with less than 5,650 students 
and more than 25,546 students.  With 
over 75,000 students, Jordan far exceeds 
these maximum parameters.  Even after 
dividing, the east side district would 
have 35,000 students.  Recent filings 
confirm that among four of the largest 
school districts, Jordan had the highest 
administrative cost per student at $33.  
Salt Lake School District reported $15, 
Alpine $18 and Granite $28.  

We believe it is premature to jump 
to conclusions that a division of the 
district will be financially catastrophic 
to west side residents.  The feasibility 
study that is currently being prepared 
will address these issues in detail.  We 
believe that when properly modeled, the 
tax impacts of a split will not be nearly 
as drastic on the west side as is being 
presently suggested.  To the contrary, we 
expect it to show that a split can be done 
reasonably and benefit both surviving 
districts without causing significant 
harm to either, thus resulting in a better 
educational experience for children in 
both districts.  

DIVIDING JORDAN

Kelvyn H. Cullimore, Jr.
MAYOR

Bid Preparation:
Site work to begin 
on construction and 
installation of 25 new 
bus benches.

Drain Project.

2325 E. Storm Drain 
Project.

Town Drive 
Reconstruction 
Project.

•

•

•

•

For those who haven’t been 
able to schedule a Community 
Emergency Response Training 
(CERT) Class, one is being 
presented shortly after 
Christmas. Holladay City is 
sponsoring the course on 
Wednesdays, beginning January 
17, 2007 and running through 
February 28, 2007. Cottonwood 
Heights’ residents are invited 
to participate. Get trained in 
the latest techniques to help 
you and your family survive a 
major disaster and do something 
productive with some of those 
long winter evenings ahead. 
Register at jwelch@ufa-slc.org 
or call Joan at 743-7111. Like 
previous classes, the number 
of trainees is limited. Register 
now!!!

CERT CLASS  
OPPORTUNITY

CITY COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

REVERT TO 2006 
SCHEDULE

With the holidays behind it, 
the Cottonwood Heights 
City Council will revert to 
its 2006 meeting schedule. 
Work meetings will be held 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 
at 6:00 p.m. and business 
meetings on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

This 2007 regular meeting 
schedule will commence on 
January 2. 



Cottonwood Heights
City between the canyons

www.cottonwoodheights.utah.gov/

JANUARY 2007

The devastation of 9/11 and 
Katrina has focused the energy of 
the entire country on emergency 
planning; and even though 
Cottonwood  Heights is somewhat 
protected from the horrors of 
terrorist attack or hurricanes 
and tornadoes, it does face the 
possibility of emergencies from 
earthquakes and human-caused 
crises. Natural disasters, such 
as a snow-in, power outage, 
earthquake, fire, or flood/water 
damage, can hit without warning. 
Employee error or dishonesty 
and human-caused disasters, 
such as chemical or hazardous 
material accidents, are also very 
real possibilities. Those who 
have convinced themselves that 
such tragedies will never happen, 
need to start living in the real 
world and making plans for just 
such emergencies. 
 In an effort to help local businesses 
learn the basics of emergency 
planning, Cottonwood Heights  
City is presenting a “READY 
YOUR BUSINESS,” workshop 
on Wednesday,  January 31, 
2007, at the city office. Renee 
Murphy, Program Manager for 
the Private Sector and Critical 

Preparing Your Business For An Emergency

Infrastructure, Utah Division of 
Homeland Security, will present a 
two and one-half hour workshop 
explaining a 12 point program 
designed to educate owners and 
managers of small businesses 
in the techniques of emergency 
planning.
 The workshop will run from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 
breakfast will be served, 
compliments of the city. Ms. 
Murphy’s presentation will allow 
time for questions. Attendees 
will receive an introduction to 
“Business Continuity Planning.” 
Discussion items include: 
creating a planning team, risks 
& hazards, external resources, 
vulnerability assessment, 
maintaining business functions, 
human resources, workplace 
evacuation, emergency supply 
kits, insurance, and data 
protection.
Please take a moment right now 
to schedule this workshop for 
someone from your business. 
Call Kory at 545-4170 to 
RSVP. Space is limited to 50 
participants.

Cottonwood Heights’ business 
license fees are changing, but that 
doesn’t mean an automatic increase. 
Some are decreasing. After an in-
depth study, followed by a lengthy 
analysis, discussion, and debate, 
the city council approved the new 
fee schedule at its December 5, 
2006 council meeting. Residents 
may not be aware, but in past years 
business license fees have only 
partially covered the services many 
businesses receive from the city. In 
an effort to equalize basic charges 
and to require those who receive 
disproportionate services to cover 
their share of those costs, numerous 
adjustments have been made. 
The former fees were calculated 
to cover basic regulatory and 
administrative costs, including 
inspections, along with routine on-
call public safety services. They 
have not covered disproportionate 

service costs (emergency calls for 
police, fire, and ambulance, and other 
services) that are required because of 
the nature of a given business.
The license fee study provided data 
on which the city has now more 
accurately and equitably established 
fees that cover the actual costs to 
those receiving disproportionate 
services. 
The new fees, effective January 1, 
2007, will be reflected in license 
renewal notices after that date. In some 
instances, where disproportionate 
fees seem excessive, the total fee will 
be re-evaluated in a few years when 
more data is available.
All business licenses are now 
subject to the following general 
administrative fees (disproportionate 
fees will be assessed based on the 
situation for each business receiving 
such services):

New Business Fee $170.00
Renewal Fee  120.00
New & Renewal Home Occupation Fee   100.00
New & Renewal Home Occupation Fee     50.00  
  (Up to $1,500 annual gross) 
Temporary License Fee     80.00
Special Event License Fee    100.00

BUSINESS LICENSE FEES CHANGING

The Cottonwood 
Heights birthday 

bash is set for 
Saturday, January 13, 

2007. Sports activities 
are scheduled for the 
Cottonwood Heights 
Recreation Center and a 
concert is being held at 
Butler Middle School. 
Utah’s newest city turns 

two years old in January, and all 
Cottonwood Heights residents are 
invited to the party.

City resident Mardi Lessey, 
chairperson for the event, assures 
all party-goers there will be 
activities and refreshments for 
all ages. She stated, “Our plans 

have come together beautifully. The 
Cottonwood Heights Recreation 
Center has been reserved beginning 
at 3:00 p.m., and swimming, skating, 
basketball and racquetball are free 
to any who want to participate. 
Grizzbee, mascot to the Salt Lake 
Grizzlies, will join those on the ice 
rink at about 4:30 p.m.” 

Racquet-ball players need to be 
aware that reservations for courts are 
necessary, even though there is no 
charge.

Ms. Lessey also promises, “…free 
cookies and punch beginning at 3:00 
p.m. and a cake cutting ceremony at 
5:30 p.m. Mayor Kelvyn Cullimore 
will cut the cake near the ice rink prior 
to a demonstration of synchronized 
skating.” 

The Salt Lake Symphony is 
presenting a concert, beginning at 
7:00 p.m. It’s being held at the Butler 
Middle School auditorium and will 
be a presentation of family friendly 
classical music. Selections scheduled 

(January 13th)

Come Celebrate With Us!!

include numbers from 
Phantom of the Opera 
and from classic 
cartoons; and “Cloudburst,” 
from Grofe’s Grand Canyon 
Suite. Cottonwood Heights’ 
resident, Elizabeth Palmer, 
is a featured violinist. 

The only charge for our 
birthday party is the cost 
of the concert. Tickets are 
available at the city office, 1265 
Fort Union Blvd, Suite 250, 
and the Cottonwood Heights 
Recreation Center, 7500 South 
2700 East. Tickets cost $5 per 
family (parent(s) and dependent 
children) or $2 per person. 


